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1, and to resume the train service between Oporto and Salamanca in 
Spain, which was discontinued at the breaking out of the epidemic. 

Lisbon. - One case of plague was reported in Lisbon last week. It 
occurred in the person of a soldier who had been employed in unloading 
and loading cargo in a ship at Oporto, and having recently returned to 
Lisbon, where he rejoined his company, and was taken ill. It is stated 
that stringent measures were taken, the barrack in which the case 
appeared was disinfected, and all the soldiers of the company placed in 
isolation. At last report the case was doing well. The reports reaching 
us of the plague conditions in Oporto are somewhat vague and indefinite, 
and are obtained chiefly from the Madrid and local papers. The opinion 
is that there is more plague in Oporto than is being reported. I am 
inclined to believe such is the case. 

Masan. - Nothing further since my last report has been heard relative 
to the plague situation there. 

The weekly abstract of bills of health for the week ended the 30th 
ultimo is herewith inclosed. 

Respectfully, J. A. Nydegger, 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S. 

Report from Corunna. 

Corunna, December SO , 1899. 
St r : I have the honor to submit report for the week ended Saturday, 

December 30, 1899. 
The following vessel has been inspected and cleared during the week : 

December 27, steamship Santanderino , Egurrola master; crew, 36; 18 
steerage passengers from Santander ; for Havana, via Vigo. 

There were inspected and passed at this port 85 steerage passengers 
with baggage. 

Cases of smallpox reported during the week, 2 ; no deaths. 
Mild temperature. Excessive rain. 

Respectfully, Julio Harmony, 
United States Consul. 

The Surgeon-General, 
TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service . 

TURKEY. 

Drought in the Hedjaz. 
[Report No. 236.] 

Constantinople, January 8, 190Ó . 
The British consul at Djiddah, according to what the British sanitary 

commissioner has communicated to the superior sanitary* commission, 
reports that for three years past there has been very little rain, and, 
as a consequence, the cisterns, wells, and all water deposits are already 
almost dry. The same condition prevails at Yambo where last year 
people were obliged to flee in order to avoid the consequences of the 
want of water. Said British consul considers the situation as a danger- 
ous one on account of the pilgrimage already begun. 

The superior sanitary commission has decided to apply to the Ottoman 
Government and supply both the cities named with water from Suez 
by sending there a large water-supplying ship, and by ordering that 
every steamboat going from the latter Egyptian town to Djiddah or 
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Yambo must carry water with which to fill the cisterns and water tanks 
of the latter two cities. I have already reported that a French engi- 
neer, Mr. Proullet, the same who has undertaken and built the laza- 
retto of Camaran, has asked the Ottoman Government to establish at 
Djiddah a distillatory engine system (Mirles) and to provide said town 
as well as that of Yambo and the lazaretto of Abu Saad with distilled 
water and ice. The Ottoman Government has not yet given any answer 
to said petition. 

Sanitary news f rom, the provinces . 
The sanitary news from the provinces of Bagdad and Bassorah state 

that cholera has already disappeared. According to the last official 
news, dated December 29, 1899, no cholera cases have occurred in said 
provinces for several days past, and, as a consequence, the quarantine 
cordons by which the cities of Amara and Slay, as well as the lazaretto 
at Kout el- Amara, have been abolished. 

Arrival of pilgrims. 

According to the last official news, the number of pilgrims landed at 
Djiddah on their way to Mecca is about 6,000. 

Quarantine news . 
At the sitting of the superior sanitary commission of December 26, 

1899, it was decided to abolish the quarantine to which ships and pas- 
sengers coming from Egypt were subjected. 

Sanitary condition of Constantinople. 

In Constantinople we have again the epidemic of influenza and for a 
few days past many cases of lobar pneumonia are registered. More 
than 10 patients suffering from this disease entered in one day the 
Greek hospital of Balukly. The number of deaths in the city of Con- 
stantinople from December 18, 1899, to January 1, 1900, was 526, of 
which 8 were from diphtheria, 2 from measles, 1 from smallpox, and 1 1 
from typhoid fever. 

Inclosures. 

Inclosure No. 1 is a verbal note from the British embassy to the 
Sublime Porte concerning the establishment of an Institut Pasteur 
for the preparation of prophylactic plague serum. Inclosure No. 2 is 
the decision by which the quarantine against Egypt is abolished. 

I have the honor to draw the attention of the Department to the 
above-mentioned verbal note of the British embassy and I am obliged 
to state that the British sanitary commissioner opposed, on principle, the 
purchase and establishment in the lazarettos of disinfecting furnaces ; 
also the establishment of a bacteriological laboratory in the lazaretto 
of Camaran. 

It is indeed a difficult question to decide whether the said Institut 
Pasteur should be built by the board of health or by the Ottoman 
Government. 

Bespectfully, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
U. 8. Sanitary Commissioner . 

Note. - P. S. I beg the honor to inform the Department that the Académie de Mèdi- 
cine de Paris has honored me by granting me a silver medal for a work on the Hygiene of Infants, which work I submitted to the appreciation of said corps savant. 
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[Inclosure No. 1. - Translated in this Bureau.] 
By decision of the superior council of health, the forty-eight hours' quarantine imposed on arrivals from Egypt is discontinued. Vessels now at the lazarettos will have the 

benefit of this regulation. The entry of rags, waste, and clothing and effects in use, from Egypt, is prohibited. 
Cozzonis, 

Inspector-General. 
VENEZUELA. 

Report from Maracaibo on the destructive action of the Mauser rifle at short 
range . 

Maracaibo, December 29, 1899 . 
Sib : During the 2 recent battles fought at Maracaibo I had occasion 

to observe that most of the wounds ruade by the firearms used in those 
fights were of a very vicious aspect, often requiring amputation of the 
limb. 

During the heavy fight at the custom-house, where I remained for 
over an hour, I examined many wounded and found that while the 
wounds of entrance had small openings yet they seemed to me to be 
larger than the size of the projectile, while the exit was much wider 
and the tissues were extensively destroyed and very ragged in connec- 
tion with compound fracture of the bones. 

Most of the arms used were Mauser rifles, and the wounds were easily 
distinguished from those made by American firearms. 

I have on several occasions conversed with our doctors upon the sub- 
ject, especially with Dr. Finol, the leader of the Hernandez party, who 
could not well explain why so many# wounds were so ugly and connected 
with such fearful destruction of bones and other tissues. 

I was also told by the doctors that in many cases tetanus made its 
appearance and that the death rate was very high. 

I have examined some of the ammunition, and it seems to me that it 
is not the regular ammunition used for the Mauser rifle, but a much 
softer lead which seems to flatten out on impact. 

I understand that many old cartridges were reloaded in this country. 
That so many cases of tetanus have occurred with the wounded is easily 
explained, as here a slight wound from an unclean instrument or a rusty 
nail, and other minor causes, produce this terrible disease. 

The fight was mostly at short range, especially at the police head- 
quarters, where they fought at close quarters and where the machete 
also could be used in hand-to-hand fight. 

These machetes are, in the hands of men who have been used to them 
in every day's service, a very nasty weapon. The best made are Ъиг 
American Collins of 26 inch blade and very broad and heavy. Sharp- 
ened like a razor, such a weapon in the hands of a powerful man may 
cut an antagonist in two with one stroke, as experience has proved. 

As these points may be of interest to our medical officers, I take the 
liberty to bring them to your notice. 

Respectfully, E. H. Plumacher, 
United States Consul . 

Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 
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